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What was beyond the bend in 
the stream was unknown. Both 
were curious, but only one was 
brave enough to explore. That 
was the problem. There was 
always one that let fear rule 
her life.

She sat in the darkened room 
waiting. It was now a stand-
off. He had the power to put 
her in the room, but not the 
power to make her repent. 
It wasn’t fair and no matter 
how long she had to endure 
the darkness, she wouldn’t 
change her attitude. At three 
years old, Sandy’s stubborn  
personality had already 
bloomed into full view. You 
know that tingly feeling you 
get on the back of your neck 
sometimes? I just got that 
feeling when talking with 
her. You know I don’t believe 

“It was so great to hear from you today 
and it was such weird timing,” he said. 
“This is going to sound funny and a little 
strange, but you were in a dream I had 
just a couple of days ago. I’d love to get 
together and tell you about it if you’re up 
for a cup of coffee,” he continued, laying 
the trapped he’s been planning for years. 
The robot clicked disapprovingly, gurgled 
briefly inside its cubical interior and 
extruded a pony glass of brownish liquid. 
“Sir, you will undoubtedly end up in a 
drunkard’s grave, dead of hepatic cirrho-
sis,” it informed me virtuously as it 
returned my ID card. I glared as I pushed 
the glass across the table. He had three 
simple rules by which he lived. The first 
was to never eat blue food. There was 
nothing in nature that was edible that was 
blue. People often asked about blueberries, 
but everyone knows those are actually 
purple. He understood it was one of the 
stranger rules to live by, but it had served 
him well thus far in the 50+ years of his 
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