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What was beyond the bend in
the stream was unknown. Both
were curious, but only one was
brave enough to explore. That
was the problem. There was
always one that let fear rule

her life.
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She sat in the darkened room
waiting. It was now a stand-
off. He had the power to put
her in the room, but not the
power to make her repent.

It wasn’t fair and no matter
how long she had to endure
the darkness, she wouldn’t
change her attitude. At three
years old, Sandy’s stubborn
personality had already
bloomed into full view. You
know that tingly feeling you
get on the back of your neck
sometimes? | just got that
feeling when talking with
her. You know 1 don’t believe
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“It was so great to hear from you today
and it was such weird timing,” he said.
“This is going to sound funny and a little
strange, but you were in a dream | had
just a couple of days ago. I'd love to get
together and tell you about it if you're up
for a cup of coffee,” he continued, laying
the trapped he’s been planning for years.
The robot clicked disapprovingly, gurgled
briefly inside its cubical interior and
extruded a pony glass of brownish liquid.
“Sir, you will undoubtedly end up in a
drunkard’s grave, dead of hepatic cirrho-
sis,” it informed me virtuously as it
returned my ID card. | glared as | pushed
the glass across the table. He had three
simple rules by which he lived. The first
was to never eat blue food. There was
nothing in nature that was edible that was
blue. People often asked about blueberries,
but everyone knows those are actually
purple. He understood it was one of the
stranger rules to live by, but it had served
him well thus far in the 50+ years of his
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| room waiting. It was now a standoff. He had the power
but not the power to make her repent. It wasn‘t fair and

> had to endure the darkness, she wouldn’t change her
old, Sandy’s stubborn personality had already bloomed

. Yes, she was now the first person ever to land on Uenus,
nsequence. Her name would be read by millions in school
, but that celebrity would never actually be seen by her.
ol panel and knew there was nothing that would ever get

ler. She was the first and it was not clear this would also

ould make fudge with just chocolate chips, sweetened
extract, and a thick pot on slow heat. | tried it with dark
ried it with semi-sweet chocolate chips. It's better with

- pretty bad with just the dark chocolate. The best add-ins
d marshmallows -~ what you get from that is Rocky Road.
inutes from start to fridge, and then it takes about six

twenty pounds you gain from eating it.

, friends. All things in moderation. He looked at the sand.
> wondered how many grains were in his hand. Hundreds
1gh,” the said under his breath. She counted. One. She
ming closer. Two. Puffs of breath could be seen coming

He stopped beside her. Four. She pulled the trigger of the
showed the scars of being his favorite for years. It wore
feeling that they enhanced his presence rather than

5 gave it character and had not overwhelmed to the point

. The jacket was in its prime and it knew it.

Is to be her friends. She'd put out food for them each
watch as they came to the feeders to gorge themselves
red what they would do if something ever happened to

e meals she provided if she failed to put out the food

He wave crashed and hit the sandcastle head-on. The sandcastle began to melt
under the waves force and as the wave receded, half the sandcastle was gone.
The next wave hit, not quite as strong, but still managed to cover the remains of
the sandcastle and take more of it away. The third wave, a big one, crashed over
the sandcastle completely covering and engulfing it. When it receded, there was

no trace the sandcastle ever existed and hours of hard work disappeared forever.

Things aren’t going well at all with mom today. She is just a limp noodle and wants
to sleep all the time. | sure hope that things get better soon. The robot clicked
disapprovingly, gurgled briefly inside its cubical interior and extruded a pony
glass of brownish liquid. “Sir, you will undoubtedly end up in a drunkard's grave,
dead of hepatic cirrhosis,” it informed me virtuously as it returned my 1D card.

1 glared as | pushed the glass across the table.

She tried to explain that love wasn't like pie. There wasn't a set number of slices
to be given out. There wasn't less to be given to one person if you wanted to give
more to another. That after a set amount was given out it would all disappear.
She tried to explain this, but it fell on deaf ears. She wanted rainbow hair. That's
what she told the hairdresser. It should be deep rainbow colors, too. She wasn‘t
interested in pastel rainbow hair. She wanted it deep and vibrant so there was no
doubt that she had done this on purpose. His parents continued to question him.
He didn‘t know what to say to them since they refused to believe the truth. He
explained again and again, and they dismissed his explanation as a figment of his
imagination. There was no way that grandpa, who had been dead for five years,
could have told him where the treasure had been hidden. Of course, it didn't help
that grandpa was roaring with laughter in the chair next to him as he tried to

explain once again how he‘d found.

Don'‘t forget that gifts often come with costs that go beyond their purchase price.
When you purchase a child the latest smartphone, you're also committing to a
monthly phone bill. When you purchase the latest gaming system, you're likely not
going to be satisfied with the games that come with it for long and want to
purchase new titles to play. When you buy gifts it's important to remember that

some come with additional costs down the road that can be much more expensive



